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ADDITIONAL DISCUSS QUESTIONS

1. Why were the Israelites sad about their living situation? What did they want instead?

2. How can we tell the difference between God’s advice and the world’s advice?

3. We don’t always have good things happen to us. How should we behave when bad
things happen?

ADDITIONAL ENGAGE ACTIVITY

God told the Israelites to pray for the city of Babylon, even though the Babylonians did not
believe in God. He also told the Israelites to build homes and cities, to get married and have
children, and to plant gardens and harvest crops. He told them to do what they could to help
bring prosperity to the Babylonians.

Why would God want the Israelites, His children, to do good for people who did not believe
in Him? How can we apply this to our lives today? Think about people that you know in your
neighborhood, in your school, and in your family who may not believe in God. Write down
their names and begin to pray for them each day.

Also, think about something you could do that would help these people in their lives. Do
you have an elderly neighbor who needs help? Could you mow their lawn, rake leaves, or
even drive them to the store to buy groceries? What about people in your school? Is there
a classmate who doesn’t have enough money to buy lunch or school supplies? Or maybe
there is a new student in school who doesn’t have any friends yet. Maybe you could ask
him or her to sit with you at lunch and introduce him or her to your friends, or invite that
person to play a game with your group during recess.

What difference can you make in the lives of people around you by praying for them, being
kind, and helping them? How can this teach them about God?
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