














FRUIT

that lasts

CHURCHES RESOURCED FOR MINISTRY

My name is André Styger, and | am a member of the Dutch-Reform Church in a small town in the Free State (South
Africa). | was always content with my spiritual life, doing what was “expected” of me. That was until 2002, when | real-
ized that the blessing bestowed on me demanded more of me than just believing.

In search of a way to “pay back” the Lord, | became involved in a Crown Small Group Study, and my life changed
forever. For the first time, | invited the Lord into my life and became a born-again Christian. Only then did | realize that
| have nothing with which to repay the Lord, because it all belonged to Him to start with.

It was during 2003 that our church
council called a special meeting. We
were in debt by almost 500,000 Rand
(US $75,900). We utilized all our reserve
funds and were unable to pay our
municipal accounts, which resulted in

a real threat of having our water and
electricity cut.

At a certain point during this meeting,

we realized God does not want “our”
money. He is only interested in our
hearts, but He will use money (or the

lack thereof) to get our attention. The
church council decided to do something
radical—to trust in God and His promises!
We drew up a “survival” budget, but it was
still 300 percent higher than any other
budget we ever had.
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Fast-forward seven months: 700,000 Rand (US $106,374) passed through our books (four years’ income). It was not
by a single person or group of persons. It was by the Great Provider Himself, using an array of means. Not only did we
meet our budget faster than what we could believe, but for the first time in 60 years our congregation was debt free.

Until then we always had to ask, “Where will we get the money?” Now, the question was, “What must we do with all this
money?” We urgently had to seek God’s guidance on sowing, spending, giving and saving.

It is now three years later. We were able to convey this message of hope to three other church councils of the Dutch-
Reform Church in our vicinity (on invitation by them). Last month, we were able to help our neighbor congregation with
30,000 Rand (US $4,600) and tell them about God’s principles.



GOD RETHRONED IN THE HEARTS OF MEN

Pastor Rodney James is the Senior Pastor of Sequoyah Hills Baptist Church in Tulsa, OK. He has a wonderful testimony
of a changed life and a changed church.

His story began in June 2006 when he met with Jeff Anderson, who was our Area Director in Tulsa at the time. Jeff
began to work with Rodney and his church to plan a stewardship education strategy for his entire membership.

One of the first things Rodney did was to attend Exponential 06, Crown’s pastors conference in Dallas, Texas, on
September 19, 2006. “This day-long conference was the single most life-changing experience of my life, except for my
day of salvation,” Rodney says.

Following Exponential 06, Rodney and his wife realized that pursuing a vision for stewardship would come at a person-
al cost. They surrendered all to God in October 2006 and completely rearranged their lifestyle and finances in order to
serve as role models for the rest of the congregation. From October to December, they were able to pay off $14,000 of
debt, give more to God's work than they had ever given, and experience blessings in many other ways.

Then in January 2007, Rodney began using some of Crown’s materials to teach his congregation the stewardship
principles he had recently learned and experienced. And God began to bless the church members, too! In its 60-year
history, Sequoyah Hills Baptist Church had NEVER met its budget. But after the congregation began applying God’s
financial principles of giving, saving and getting out of debt, they have exceeded their budget every quarter this year.

In August, Rodney had a celebration banquet to give his congregation an opportunity to share testimonies of how
God had been blessing them since they began to apply His financial principles. The testimonies went on for an hour

and a half!

God is on the move in this Tulsa church as God is rethroned in hearts as Lord and Owner of everything.

PASTOR RODNEY JAMES AND SEQUOYAH HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH



CROWN

FINANCIALS

We model Faithful Stewardship as we seek maximum
effectiveness for every dollar invested.

Total Support and Revenue
Fiscal Year 2007 = $41,713,531

42% Non-Cash

Contributions 39% Cash Contributions

15% Net Sales

4% Investment &
Other Income

Total Functional Expenses
Fiscal Year 2007 = $39,723,156

87% Program

9% General
Administration

4% Fundraising
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